
 

 

 

 

 

July 13, 2026 

Russell T. Vought 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget  
725 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20503  

Re: Proposed Rule on Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance, Docket No. OMB-2026-0034  

Dear Mr. Vought: 

On behalf of the 27 Jesuit colleges and universities in the United States, the Association of Jesuit 
Colleges and Universities (AJCU) and the Jesuit Conference write to share our concerns about 
provisions of the Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) proposed rule on Regulation for 
Federal Financial Assistance. 

AJCU associates ourselves with the comprehensive comments submitted by the American Council 
on Education (ACE) and the broader higher education community, which capture the breadth and 
scope of our concerns. As organizations that represent Jesuit works, we have an obligation to share 
our perspective on how the proposed regulations may interfere with our mission as Catholic, Jesuit 
institutions of higher education and may put us in conflict with current laws, as our institutions 
compete for and administer federal grants. 

AJCU represents the twenty-seven Jesuit, Catholic colleges and universities in the United States. We 
enroll more than 213,000 students, contribute over $3.6 billion in institutional aid annually, and have 
more than two million living alumni across the world today. Our Jesuit, Catholic model of education 
dates to 1540 and maintains its founding purpose of preparing graduates to live lives of meaning, 
leadership and service. We encourage students to be people of competence and conscience, 
equipped with the capacity and skills to thrive over the course of their lifetimes and careers. The 
Jesuit Conference is the coordinating body for the Society of Jesus in the United States, supporting 
collaboration among Jesuit provinces, national associations, and ministries. 

We are concerned that the vague and undefined terms used to frame the requirement that no federal 
funds are used to “promote, encourage, subsidize, or facilitate” certain specific activities could put at 
risk the federally authorized, lawful, mission-centered work that is supported by federal grants on 
our campuses. A few examples of such activities listed in the proposed regulations include those 
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determined to promote “unlawful diversity, equity, and inclusion policies, principles, or practices” or 
“theories of disparate-impact." Without clarity of definitions and the assurance that they are 
consistent with current law, the rules set out in the proposed OMB regulations are challenging to 
understand and nearly impossible to comply with. We have strong objections to advancing 
regulations that could cancel or upend important grant-supported work and interfere with our Jesuit, 
Catholic mission and identity. 

The TRIO program provides a concrete example of how the proposed regulations may be 
misaligned with statute. By law, TRIO seeks to serve a population of students underrepresented in 
higher education, including those who are first-generation and low-income, some with a focus on 
homeless students or students with limited English proficiency. A subjective read of the proposed 
regulations would lead to caution in serving the population that the law was intended to assist and 
put our institutions at odds with their Jesuit, Catholic mission and identity. 

In another example, section 487(a)(23) of the Higher Education Act requires institutions of higher 
education to make a good faith effort to distribute voter registration forms, while the proposed 
regulations include a prohibition on using any federal funds for voter registration efforts. This 
provision in the proposed regulations raises questions about alignment with current law and presents 
challenges for schools as they seek to comply with federal requirements. 

We also have concerns about the language in the proposed rule that refers to “a variety of names, 
labels or proxies” with respect to diversity or inclusion initiatives or practices. Our mission to serve 
those who are underrepresented in higher education and ensure their success is central to the global 
priorities of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) and codified in the federal grants for which we 
compete. Inclusion of these populations is not a proxy to advance unlawful activity; rather, it is an 
example of how we demonstrate both fidelity to federal programs and a commitment to our Jesuit, 
Catholic mission and values. 

AJCU institutions must obey all U.S. laws, authorizing statutes, and regulations that provide the 
framework for federal programs and grants. Our institutions must also be responsive and adhere to 
the guidance we receive from the Catholic Church. Last month, our presidents met with Pope Leo 
XIV, who asked our institutions:  

Not only to teach your students about the injustices faced by those on the margins of society, but also to be 
powerful channels in promoting systemic change through proposing new models rooted in solidarity and the 
common good. 

Jesuit parishes, organizations, and our colleges and universities are directed to walk with the poor 
and the outcasts of the world, in a mission of reconciliation and justice, and to do so with the goal of 
seeking to “change economic, political and social structures that generate injustice.” In 2025, Rev. 
Arturo Sosa, S.J., Superior General of the Society of Jesus, exhorted university leaders: 

We renew our pledge to be bridges that support intercultural dialogue, to defend the rights of migrants and 
refugees, and to consolidate our interconnectedness as members of one human family. We renew our 
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commitment to form universal citizens, citizens who recognize the priority of the universal common good over 
the particular interests of nations, no matter how powerful those nations may be or how eager they are to 
exercise their imperialist vocation. 

Jesuit colleges and universities are obligated to remain faithful and aligned with the global priorities 
for the Society of Jesus, with our Catholic teachings, and with the federal laws and regulations that 
guide our work. AJCU respectfully echoes the request made by the broader higher education 
community and asks that OMB withdraw and reconsider this proposed rule. Advancing ambiguous 
and imprecise prohibitions in regulations will not serve the American people or students and will 
instead lead to more legal turmoil, unpredictability, and inadequate consideration of federal law. Any 
effort to improve effectiveness, transparency, accountability, and responsible stewardship of federal 
funds should be advanced in a nonpartisan manner that engages a broad set of stakeholders in those 
conversations.  

Sincerely, 

  

Michele Murray, Ph.D.     
President, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 

  

Very Rev. Brian Paulson, SJ 
President, Jesuit Conference 


