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On behalf of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU), I urge you to invest in the 
future of our nation by increasing Fiscal Year 2027 funding for federal programs within the U.S. 
Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that provide 
opportunities for access to and success in post-secondary education.  

Federal Pell Grant Program: In 2020, the bipartisan FAFSA Simplification Act simplified the 
financial aid process for students and expanded eligibility for the Federal Pell Grant program.  These 
changes were intentional, broadly debated, broadly supported, and signed by President Trump in 
2020.  The FAFSA Simplification Act made the Pell Grant more available to more students and 
made the financial aid process easier to navigate.  Today, the Pell Grant program faces a significant 
funding shortfall of $17 billion that must be addressed to maintain the current maximum level and 
current eligibility for students.  With this in mind, AJCU makes the following requests. 

We ask that the Subcommittee include sufficient funding to maintain the current Pell Grant 
maximum award of $7,395 by addressing the Pell Grant shortfall.  AJCU also encourages any efforts 
to provide a $200 increase to the maximum Pell Grant award, which would help the Pell Grant keep 
up with inflationary costs.  We remain firmly committed to working with Congress to double the 
maximum Pell Grant to $13,000 over time. 

The Pell Grant is the bedrock of our federal student financial aid programs: the strong foundation 
and the great equalizer that makes it possible for recipients to follow educational pursuits that might 
otherwise be unavailable to them.  Nationally, 84% of Pell students come from families with 
incomes below $50,000; 26% of students attending a Jesuit college or university receive a Pell Grant. 
It is often the first line of support in helping a student afford a post-secondary education.   

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Program (SEOG) and Federal Work Study 
(FWS): We ask that you provide $966.26 million for the SEOG program and $1.31 billion for the 
FWS program.  These campus-based financial aid programs provide important supplemental grant 
aid to students with demonstrated financial need.  

TRIO: We encourage you to invest $1.3 billion in TRIO: proven programs that provide pathways to 
education for first-generation students.  



International Education: We ask that you provide $90.62 million for Title VI, International 
Education programs, including Fulbright-Hays, to ensure that the United States remains relevant 
and engaged in an increasingly globally connected world.  
 
Campus Suicide Prevention: Addressing student mental health needs is integral to their academic 
success; we urge you to allocate $12.5 million for SAMHSA’s Campus Suicide Prevention program. 

HSIs: AJCU has two institutions that are designated Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSI).  We urge 
you to provide strong funding for Title III and Title V programs (Higher Education Act), as well as 
HSI programs at the National Science Foundation and U.S. Department of Agriculture.  We 
strongly support implementing HSI funding as enacted, with continued oversight and a request that 
clear guardrails remain in appropriations language to prevent delays, transfers, or a redirection of 
funds. 
 
Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN): We request that you provide $28.6 
million for this program, which is intended to ensure American competitiveness.  A modest increase 
will support 400 fellowships in critical need areas. 
 
Our Jesuit model of education dates to 1540 and maintains its founding purpose today: preparing 
graduates to live lives of meaning, leadership, and service.  Our faculty and staff are dedicated to the 
formation of students as whole persons.  A Jesuit education encourages students to be people of 
competence and conscience, equipped with the capacity and skills to thrive over the course of their 
careers and lifetimes. 

AJCU represents the twenty-seven Jesuit, Catholic colleges and universities in the United States.  We 
enroll more than 213,000 students and have over two million alumni living across the world today.  
Of note, 10% of the United States Congress and nearly 1,000 Congressional staff are Jesuit-
educated. Service to others is a hallmark of a Jesuit education and we are grateful for the 
contributions our alumni make each day through public service to constituents, communities, and 
the nation. 

Jesuit colleges and universities are partners with the federal government and provide billions of 
dollars annually in institutional aid to ensure accessibility.  We have a stake in the success of our 
students and use our endowments and our own dollars to build on and multiply the power of Pell, 
SEOG and FWS. 

We strongly believe that the potential of our nation rests within our people.  According to the 
Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP), “Students who attended any college or university 
generated an estimated total of $73.4 billion in additional annual earnings relative to those of the 
typical high school graduate, even after accounting for the amount students invested in their 
education.  Students from families with low incomes generated $17.9 billion of this total.”  Earnings 
are just one of the measures for return on investment of postsecondary education: others include 
service to community, volunteerism, and civic engagement.  These are benefits to individuals and to 
the public good, as well. 

Your support of federal student aid is a direct investment in your constituents and a tangible 
testament to the confidence you have in the people of this nation.  AJCU is grateful for your 
leadership and your commitment to extending opportunities for prosperity and security through 
higher education. 

https://www.ihep.org/higher-educations-economic-benefits-to-communities/

