
 

 

  

May 20, 2026 
 
Mr. Joe Massman 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
Dear Mr. Massman: 
 
The Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU) offers the following 

comments for the U.S. Department of Education, the Administration, and the U.S. 

Congress in response to the April 20th Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on proposed 

accountability measures. AJCU embraces the shared goal of ensuring that students 

and their families receive fair value from the investment they make in higher 

education: we ask for recognition of the value that Jesuit colleges and universities 

provide beyond the monetary. 

To begin, we appreciate the excellent legal analysis provided by the Council for 

Christian Colleges and Universities. CCCU is correct in highlighting the vital First 

Amendment principles that would be put at risk if accountability standards are not 

properly calibrated or applied. Comments from the National Association of 

Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU) and the American Council on 

Education (ACE) likewise make compelling points that the Department should 

consider in its analysis. 

AJCU writes separately to ensure the unique Jesuit, Catholic mission of our members 

is better understood, and to make note that these accountability objectives could 

have the improper effect of damaging or destroying our mission-centered focus on 

student formation in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since its founding in 1540 by St. 

Ignatius of Loyola, the Jesuit order has focused on education, care for the whole 

person, finding God in all things, and nurturing people for and with others. That 

work lives on, more than 500 years later, at each of the nation’s 27 Jesuit colleges and 

universities. 

Jesuit, Catholic Mission 

Our Jesuit, Catholic mission calls us to educate students not only for professional 

success, but to lead lives of ethical leadership, public service, civic engagement, and a 

commitment to the common good. Across our institutions, students are encouraged 

to see education not simply as a pathway toward personal advancement, but as 

preparation for lives of responsibility to others and service to society. This mission 

directs that we educate and encourage our communities to walk with the excluded, to 



 

 

care for our common home, to inspire hope in young people, and to show the path toward God. We 

are called to prepare graduates who will contribute meaningfully to their communities, professions, 

and a democratic society. 

The Improper Impairment of Our Mission by Too-Narrow Measures of Accountability 

Under the model for accountability established by Congress and the new regulations proposed by the 

U.S. Department of Education, a very small percentage of programs at our institutions “fail” or 

would be designated as “low earning.” We affirm that our Jesuit, Catholic colleges, and universities 

provide an education of value to our students, yet we strongly believe that measuring a program’s 

value based only on earnings of a completer, discounts the importance of service, vocation, and civic 

contribution central to our Jesuit, Catholic mission. The proposed framework risks separating 

institutions from the very mission and values that they are designed to advance. 

This is true not just for specific majors, such as religious studies or theology, for example. Rather, the 

model ignores the significance of inspired service or vocation that a completer graduating from any 

program might contribute to a community. In making these career decisions, earnings are not the 

first consideration. The metrics too simplistically equate low earnings with low value or inadequate 

preparation. 

Volunteerism, vocation, service to faith communities, public interest careers, teaching, 

nonprofit leadership, and engagement with marginalized communities all generally result in 

lower pay yet bear no relationship to the quality of academic preparation that students 

receive to undertake this mission-centered work. Indeed, these professions are often among 

the most essential to the health of communities and democratic society. 

These values-based career choices represent one aspect of the success of a Jesuit, Catholic education: 

examples of our students deciding to contribute their gifts to the greater good. On the academic side, 

metrics that move our institutions away from offering a liberal arts curriculum, including courses in 

religion and theology, could jeopardize our ability to remain authentically Jesuit and Catholic. 

We affirm our commitment to mission through a process called the Mission Priority Examen (or 

MPE), which was developed at the request of the Jesuit Superior General, the Jesuit Provincials of 

North America, and the presidents of our member institutions. While not an “accreditation,” it is a 

consequential undertaking that, in the end, allows each of our institutions to continue to be called 

Jesuit and Catholic. This Jesuit endorsement/approval is not in opposition to the academic 

requirements of the institutions, or the accountability we have to provide students with a rigorous 

academic experience that prepares them for their first jobs and long, meaningful careers thereafter. 

Rather, it distinguishes the broader educational formation that Jesuit colleges and universities seek to 

provide — one grounded in intellectual excellence, ethical reflection, service, and the pursuit of the 

common good. 

At Jesuit colleges and universities, we speak of careers and vocation. Each year, while thousands of 

our graduates “go forth to set the world on fire” in all types of careers, we see how our institutions 

celebrate the call to service. Military, teaching, finance, communications, performing arts, research, 

ministry, law, public service, medicine, and public policy — in each of these fields, Jesuit college and 

university graduates are well prepared. As measured by other government data indicators, our 



 

 

graduates are “successful.” A policy that designates an English, theology, or performing arts program 

as “low value” because our graduates sought service over salary, is an invalid indicator of adequate 

training or preparation and is in direct conflict with the values that a Jesuit, Catholic education seeks 

to impart. 

A Better Course 

To avoid the problems noted above, and to comply with essential First Amendment rules, AJCU 

proposes that Congress and the Department reconsider this accountability framework that treads on 

religious mission and values when determining the “value” of an academic program. We propose 

working with policymakers to develop more nuanced measures that recognize public service, civic 

contribution, and mission-oriented career pathways that are fundamental to an institution’s religious 

mission and values. 

As noted above, AJCU is a cosigner on comments submitted by the American Council on Education 

and the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities to this notice of proposed 

rulemaking. Their comprehensive analysis provides the Department with recommendations regarding 

the proposed rule that will better serve students and families.  

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. We look forward to working with the 

Department to achieve our shared goals of supporting students and their families. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jenny Smulson 

Interim Executive Director 

Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 

 

 

 

 

 


