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12 August 2025


Dear            ,

I hope you are well and enjoying the remaining days of summer!

On behalf of Dr. Hubert Benitez, President, and myself, I would like to invite you to participate in the first cohort of the St. Peter’s Colleagues Program (SPCP), sponsored by the Office of Mission Integration and Ministry. (You were nominated as a promising candidate for the program by your supervisor.) The program is set to launch this coming 2025-2026 academic year under my leadership. We hope you will consider this opportunity to grow more deeply in our shared educational mission.  

St. Peter’s mission and identity not only needs to be learned at a basic level but also re-heard and re-told in deeper ways if our Jesuit, Catholic mission is to remain relevant and shape who we are and what we do. The St. Peter’s Colleagues Program seeks to develop Ignatian partners in Jesuit higher education who are capable of and committed to assuming leadership within the Ignatian educational heritage and who help sustain St. Peter’s University’s Jesuit, Catholic character into the future.  Approximately 10-12 members drawn from all sectors of our campus community will participate. 

In the past ten years or so, a small cohort of our colleagues, faculty, and staff have gone through a rigorous two-year program known as the Ignatian Colleagues Program (ICP). That program has been so successful that we created the St. Peter’s Colleagues Program to reach a larger cross-section of our campus and broaden our collective engagement with mission. The structure and content of our program draws from the model of the ICP while making it accessible to more people.

Involvement in the SPCP calls for participation in the following:

· Ten Friday seminar sessions from 12-2pm, luncheon included, over the course of the year, i.e., five sessions each semester, scheduled roughly every three weeks. For the fall semester, the sessions will begin on September 19, with the other sessions tentatively scheduled for Oct. 10 & 31, Nov. 14, and Dec. 5. 
· Each session involves preparatory articles, guiding questions for seminar discussions, and brief reflection statements.  This will be about two-hours of reading and response per session. 
· A day of service immersion between semesters.
· An overnight retreat at the end of the academic year.
· Creation of a capstone project that involves the application of program material to a project directly related to your work and how you live our mission.  

A full schedule and further details will be available soon. Some of the subjects we will be covering will include: the History of the Jesuits and Jesuit Education, Ignatian Spirituality, Catholic Social Teaching, Education for Faith and Justice, Discernment and Collaboration, and more.

Dr. Benitez and I hope you say, “Yes!” I am happy to answer any questions you may have.  Please respond by Monday 25 August with your decision to me at jmiracky@saintpeters.edu or (201) 761-6018.  I am grateful for your consideration of this opportunity.  

Best wishes,

Fr. James Miracky, S.J.
Vice President for Mission Integration and Ministry
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