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Loyola’s reciprocal 
relationship with 
Chicago is visible in 
everyday actions: 
in the education 
and formation of 
students, in hundreds 
of local and global 
partnerships, and in 
research that tackles 
urgent scientific and 
social challenges.

SINCE ITS FOUNDING IN 1870, Loyola University 
Chicago has played a vital role in shaping the city it 
calls home. As Chicago’s Jesuit, Catholic university, 
Loyola has long contributed to the city’s evolution 
into a global center of commerce, culture, science, 
faith, and education. Rooted in a mission of service 
and justice, the University continues to build on 
this legacy with renewed urgency and purpose—
responding to the needs of today while preparing 
for the challenges of tomorrow.

Loyola’s impact reaches far beyond its campuses. 
As an anchor institution, it is deeply embedded 
in the life of the city, working hand-in-hand with 
community leaders, nonprofit organizations, and 
public agencies to address pressing issues—from 
public health and housing to education, workforce 
development, and environmental sustainability. This 
commitment to collaboration is reflected in Loyola’s 
investments in both people and place—fostering 
greener campuses, stronger neighborhoods, and a 
more equitable, vibrant future for all.

The University’s reciprocal relationship with 
Chicago is visible in everyday actions: in the edu-
cation and formation of students, in hundreds of 
local and global partnerships, and in research that 
tackles urgent scientific and social challenges. 
Loyola invests in sustainable urban infrastructure 
that enhances quality of life both on campus and 
in surrounding communities. As a major regional 
employer and contributor to economic growth, the 
University drives innovation, builds local capacity, 
and helps revitalize neighborhoods through shared 
vision and action.

The 2023–2024 Anchors Report captures the 
breadth and depth of this work. It tells the story of 
what’s possible when a university shows up—not 
just as an educator or employer, but as a neighbor, 
collaborator, convener, and catalyst for change. 
Loyola’s commitment to Chicago is active, enduring, 
and evolving—reflected in partnerships that advance 
opportunity, strengthen community ties, and shape 
a healthier, more connected, and more hopeful city.

This report reaffirms Loyola University Chicago’s 
unwavering dedication to its mission, its city, and 
a shared future built on justice, inclusion, and col-
lective progress.

Building futures together
AN ENGINE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN 
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO

17,397 

ANNUAL IN SPENDING POWER  
THROUGH LOYOLA STAFF  
AND FACULTY SALARIES

$154.8M 

OF LOYOLA’S STUDENT BODY 
HAILS FROM THE CITY OF CHICAGO

20%

DEGREES CONFERRED ANNUALLY

6,529

OF LOYOLA FACULTY AND STAFF 
ARE CHICAGO RESIDENTS 

MORE THAN

50% 

LOYOLA’S COMMUNITY 
IMPACT AT A GLANCE



202 3–2024 LOYO L A AN CH O RS REP O RT 3LOYO L A UNIVERSIT Y CHIC AG O2

Learning 

ENHANCING COMMUNITIES

By actively engaging with communities 
outside the University, I was challenged to 
think critically and creatively about how to 
address complex social issues.” 
—	MELISSA WOJCIK (BS ’24)

87,000+  
HOURS OF WORKING AND LEARNING IN 
THE COMMUNITY BY LOYOLA STUDENTS

2,314  
LOYOLA STUDENTS ENROLLED IN 
SERVICE-LEARNING COURSES ACROSS  
32 ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS

158,250 
HOURS OF COMPLETED ACADEMIC 
INTERNSHIP WORK AND SERVICE  
POURED INTO 485 COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS BY 1,266 STUDENTS 
DURING THE 2023–2024 ACADEMIC YEAR

6,368 
LOYOLA STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN  
ENGAGED LEARNING COURSES ACROSS 
SUMMER 2023, FALL 2023, AND SPRING 2024 

569 
ENGAGED LEARNING COURSES ACROSS 
SUMMER 2023, FALL 2023, AND SPRING 2024

625 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS HOSTED LOYOLA 
STUDENTS IN SERVICE LEARNING, ACADEMIC 
INTERNSHIP, AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCES

98% 
OF COMMUNITY PARTNER SUPERVISORS WERE 
SATISFIED WITH THEIR LOYOLA STUDENTS

97% 
OF COMMUNITY PARTNERS HOSTING LOYOLA 
STUDENTS REPORTED ORGANIZATIONAL 
GROWTH IN AREAS SUCH AS PROGRAM 
EXPANSION, ENHANCED STAFF DEVELOPMENT, 
AND INCREASED SERVICES FOR CLIENTELE

Fostering 
Education Partnerships

A
t Loyola University Chicago, 
learning is not a solo endeavor. 
Strengthening the mind, 
enriching the soul, and uplift-
ing others is a collaborative 
adventure fueled by a steadfast 
belief that experiential learn-
ing elevates the individual as 

well as the collective. 
Through service-learning courses, aca-

demic internships, research experiences, 
and other community-based learning 
opportunities, Loyola empowers its stu-
dents to become changemakers and ear-
nest allies for a more just, connected world. 
In campus classrooms and research labs, 
at nonprofit organizations and in the heart 
of Chicago-area communities, students 
develop skills, knowledge, and confidence 
to drive their personal evolution and propel 
broader progress. 

Experiential education sharpens the 
student experience and creates exciting 
new possibilities for learning. It invites 
students to lead lives of purpose for others. 
It fosters growth and sparks reflection. It 
shows the power of intentional action and 
intensifies bonds to local communities 
and the greater world.

Honoring Loyola’s role as a community 
anchor, students, faculty, and staff work 
alongside community partners, who pos-
sess and share their own knowledge, skills, 
and perspectives, to ignite powerful results. 
Together, students and community are 
unlocking solutions and building capacity. 
The result is new ideas while crafting novel 
approaches to pressing problems. Together, 
we are growing and expanding horizons. 

By championing and practicing the 
Ignatian value Ad majorem Dei gloriam—for 
the greater glory of God—through serving 
others, Loyola contributes to building a 
more equitable, healthy society and demon-
strates the power of shared learning. L

Tackling food waste
MODERN FOOD SYSTEMS have a massive 
impact on human health and the planet’s 
natural environment. Food production 
and distribution account for roughly one-
third of the world’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions. At the same time, more than 30 per-
cent of food produced goes to waste, even 
as nearly 800 million people go hungry. 

Students from Loyola’s School of 
Environmental Sustainability (SES) have 
partnered with local groups to build just 
and environmentally sustainable food 
systems focused on addressing both food 
waste and food insecurity. For instance, 
students worked with Chicago’s Mary 
Mother of God Parish to manage a vegeta-
ble garden supporting the Saint Thomas of 
Canterbury food pantry and soup kitchen. 
Students also launched food recovery 
efforts with campus allies, including 
foodservice partner Aramark, to redirect 
unused items to local food pantries like 
A Just Harvest in Rogers Park.

Supporting  
local organizations—  
and reflecting
EVERY SEMESTER, approximately 200 ded-
icated Loyola students create meaningful 
impact in the local community through 
Loyola4Chicago (L4C), a signature pro-
gram from Loyola’s Office of Community 
Service and Action (CSA). 

L4C students participate in weekly 
volunteer service at local sites such as 
Misericordia, Envision Unlimited, and 
Centro Romero. The latter honored CSA 
with its Community Leadership Award in 
fall 2024. The volunteer efforts are diverse. 
Among them—tutoring elementary school 
students, supporting after-school program-
ming, assisting refugees, and spending 
quality time with the elderly—provides 
students with rich opportunities to connect 
with neighbors near Loyola’s Lake Shore 
Campus. In addition to their weekly vol-
unteer activities, L4C students also meet 
twice each semester to reflect on their 
service and its greater meaning. L

Ellie DeMilt and Mereya Riopedre, seniors in Loyola’s School of Environmental Sustainability, 
pick up food from Damen Dining Hall and deliver it to A Just Harvest food bank in Rogers Park 
as part of the Food Recovery Network. The students collect food from the cafeteria and deliver 
it to the pantry twice a week.Above: Loyola School of Social Work student Maura Bradesca interns with 

Care for Real, helping with distribution in their Evanston food pantry.

in solidarity
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CREATING EDUCATION ACCESS

F
or more than 150 years, Loyola 
University Chicago has prepared 
students to use their education 
as a source for good.  

In generating access to higher 
education and forging novel 
partnerships, Loyola creates new 
pathways to learning, personal 

growth, and social mobility. It cultivates 
more engaged global citizens. It nourishes 
the mind with knowledge to solve pressing 
problems. It ignites new realities and trans-
forms lives, breeding confidence, creativity, 
and hope. 

But Loyola’s work to empower and inspire 
learners extends well beyond its three 
Chicago-area campuses, extending to local 
schools and young students dreaming of 
bright futures. Through active partnerships 
with area schools and educational organi-
zations, Loyola students, faculty, and staff 
help youth discover talents, find purpose, 
and chart exciting new paths.

Powering the ‘Goal Getters’
Loyola partnered with Hope Chicago in 
2022 to expand college access for Chicago 
Public School (CPS) students. The Hope 
Chicago Scholars program provides stu-
dents from five CPS high schools, as well 
as their parents and guardians, access to 
debt-free higher education. The program 

Advancing 
access for  
Chicago’s children

Students in Anne Grauer’s anthropology class 
examine human bone models and fragments.

also supplies strategic resources designed 
to power the scholars’ success, such as 
wellness seminars, a formal mentorship 
program, on-campus employment oppor-
tunities, and leadership enrichment expe-
riences—elements contributing to the 
program’s 55 percent retention rate. 

In the 2023–2024 academic year, Loyola 
delivered a Jesuit, Catholic education to 96 
Hope Scholars—the Goal Getters as they 
are known—and 10 parents. Collectively, 
the group earned an average GPA of 2.79.

Addressing the needs of local 
students and families
The Loyola University School Partners (LUSP) 
initiative connects University resources and 
members of the Loyola community—stu-
dents, faculty, and staff alike—to public 
schools on the city’s North Side. LUSP iden-
tifies key issues faced by students and fam-
ilies and then provides specialized access 
to address needs, whether they are aca-
demic assistance, wellness services, social- 
emotional supports, or community engage-
ment activities. In prioritizing community 
needs, the initiative embodies the Ignatian 
spiritual principle of cura personalis, focus-
ing on holistic student development and 
fostering supportive environments. 

During the 2023–2024 academic year, 
LUSP facilitated more than 250 before- and 
after-school activities across seven schools. 
In total, the initiative’s work benefited 2,284 
students and their families. 

The Loyola University School Partners  
(LUSP) initiative connects University 
resources and members of the Loyola 
community—students, faculty,  
and staff alike—to public schools  
on the city’s North Side.
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Amplifying the impact of 
community schools
The Community Schools Initiative (CSI) 
managed by Chicago Public Schools sup-
ports partnerships between more than 200 
schools and 50 community stakeholder 
groups, including Loyola’s Institute for 
Racial Justice. With participation grounded 
in the values of mutual benefit, sustainabil-
ity, and place-based engagement, Loyola 
bolsters access to academic and non- 
academic programs for both students and 
their families, particularly those from 
Black and Latinx communities. CSI pro-
gramming expands learning opportunities, 
provides health and social support, drives 
family and community engagement, and 
fosters early childhood development.

Fostering democratic citizenship
Loyola’s School of Education received a 
$3.5 million grant from the Department of 
Education in early 2024 to fund Practicing 
Democracy in Communities, a new civic 
education program supporting the devel-
opment of informed, engaged, and pas-
sionate citizens. 

Led by assistant professor Jon Schmidt, 
the five-year grant project enables some 
1,000 students and 20 teachers across eight 
different schools on Chicago’s North Side to 
connect with a larger network of teachers, 
museums, public servants, and resources 
to strengthen their civic knowledge, skills, 
and habits. The program includes providing 
support to civic education teachers, such as 
professional development opportunities and 
coaching, as well as a range of civic learning 
opportunities for students, ranging from 
dialogue sessions with high schoolers in 
Lebanon to a Model United Nations event 
to meetings with elected officials. 

Opening doors to higher education
In October 2024, Loyola announced a 
$1 million gift from the Perry Family 
Charitable Foundation to establish the 
Katsouros Scholars Fund at Arrupe 
College, Loyola’s two-year, associate’s 

degree-granting college. Named in honor 
of Steve Katsouros, S.J., the founding dean 
of Arrupe College, the Katsouros Scholars 
will support graduates from Chicago area 
Cristo Rey High Schools as they attend 
Arrupe College. 

Over the last decade, between 16 and 
22 Cristo Rey graduates have enrolled in 
Arrupe each year. The Katsouros Scholars 
will receive tuition assistance, resources, 
and support to help them earn their asso-
ciate’s degree debt free and transition into 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree. 

Helping people with spina bifida 
and their caregivers
Camp Independence helps children and 
adults with spina bifida thrive, executing  
its noble-minded work with high-impact 
support from Loyola’s Chicago Healthy 
Adolescent Transition Study (CHATS) Lab. 
In a fun, collaborative environment, the 
CHATS Lab provides valuable information 
and skills to help campers lead a full, dig-
nified, and more independent life. CHATS 
then conducts research on its interven-
tions to sharpen its independence-boosting 
activities at the camp as well as to inform 
its ongoing work with teachers and parents 
about the specific needs of individuals 
with spina bifida. 

Inspired to support immigrants
Driven by her own personal experiences 
with the nation’s complex immigration 
system, Loyola law student Laila Alvarez-
Tavares is hoping to leverage her Loyola 
education to advocate for other immi-
grants facing a daunting legal landscape 
and uncertain future. After earning her 
law degree, Alvarez-Tavares intends to 
specialize in immigration law, specifi-
cally the well-being and representation of 
unaccompanied minors. She emphasizes 
the importance of providing legal support 
to marginalized communities and hopes 
more institutions will emulate Loyola’s 
commitment to supporting students from 
immigrant backgrounds and encouraging 
them to lead inspired lives for others. L  

Civic education helps 
to establish the 
knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions that all 
young people need to 
participate actively 
and boldly in our 
democracy.”   
—	JON SCHMIDT, PROGRAM DIRECTOR,
	 PRACTICING DEMOCRACY
	 IN COMMUNITIES

 

$3.5M  
GRANT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT  
OF EDUCATION IN EARLY 2024  
TO FUND PRACTICING DEMOCRACY  
IN COMMUNITIES

1,000  
STUDENTS AND 20 TEACHERS 
ACROSS EIGHT DIFFERENT SCHOOLS 
ON CHICAGO’S NORTH SIDE WERE 
ENABLED TO CONNECT WITH A 
LARGER NETWORK OF TEACHERS, 
MUSEUMS, PUBLIC SERVANTS,  
AND RESOURCES TO STRENGTHEN 
THEIR CIVIC KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, 
AND HABITS

I found a lot of 
injustices in the 
[immigration] system. 
I wanted to advocate 
more for people in 
similar positions, and 
so I decided that was 
my calling.”   
—	LAILA ALVAREZ-TAVARES (JD ’25)

Loyola post-baccalaureate student 
Esther Yun (center) hosts a workshop 
with Camp Independence, a program 
designed to help people with spina 
bifida lead full and independent lives.

CREATING EDUCATION ACCESS
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ADVANCING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

ustainability at Loyola is fueled 
by the Jesuit tradition of social 
justice, service to humanity, and 
education. Informed by reflection 
and measured action, Loyola is 
meeting today’s needs and cul-
tivating a healthier tomorrow 
through knowledge sharing and 

inspired action. The University infuses 
sustainability into every discipline and 
activates the issue across its entire eco-
system, embracing climate change as a 
collective issue, not the singular domain 
of any one group. Loyola’s diverse, tan-
gible steps to achieve carbon neutrality 
and champion sustainability include 
using clean, renewable energy, promoting  
sustainability-oriented research, and 
hosting climate-related events such as the 
annual Energy Week.  

Inspiring a new generation of 
environmental researchers
To engage students from underrepresented 
backgrounds in hands-on research at the 
intersection of atmospheric science and 
environmental justice, Ping Jing and Tania 
Schusler, faculty members in Loyola’s 
School of Environmental Sustainability, 
teamed with partners at Colorado State 
University to launch the Community Air 
Research Experience (CARE). Funded 
by a grant from the National Science 
Foundation, CARE involves students in 

Investing  

If you are in a place 
where you can take 
action to make a 
difference, that's 
a powerful way to 
counteract the despair 
that can come with 
studying climate and 
the environment.”    
—	MALINI SUCHAK,  

NEW DEAN OF THE SCHOOL OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

research design, methods, and career 
exploration through seminars, field trips, 
and a summer research intensive. 

In one of CARE’s signature projects, 
students investigated air pollution in 
Chicago neighborhoods by utilizing low-
cost air monitors and collaborating with 
community organizations to examine the 
relationship between air pollution levels, 
socioeconomic factors, and proximity to 
industrial facilities. The work is inform-
ing policy decisions capable of improv-
ing both air quality and public health, 
particularly in vulnerable communities.

Earning plaudits for sustainability 
accomplishments
In 2023, the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education (AASHE) awarded 
Loyola a STARS Gold Star Rating, hon-
oring the university’s commitment to 
environmental stewardship. STARS, 
the AASHE’s Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment, & Rating System, measures 
sustainability in all aspects of higher 
education, from curriculum and research 
to public engagement, planning, and 
purchasing. Since submitting its first 
sustainability report to STARS in 2014, 
Loyola is 4 for 4 in earning a Gold Rating. 
With steady improvement across all cat-
egories, Loyola is now targeting a STARS 
Platinum Rating, the AASHE program’s 
highest possible recognition.

Below: Loyola University 
Chicago School of Environmental 
Sustainability students install 
air-quality monitors near the 
Hegewisch neighborhood 
on Chicago’s South Side. 
The monitors connect to a 
nationwide network of  
monitors to help researchers 
collect air-quality data. 

Left: Students from the 
Stritch School of Medicine 
volunteer during the 
Ignatian Day of Service  
at various sites in the 
Maywood community.

S
 in our common home
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Enhancing community green spaces
Loyola is working to beautify and sustain 
the City of Chicago–owned planter at the 
northeast intersection of Devon, Sheridan, 
and Broadway, an area widely consid-
ered to be the gateway to Rogers Park. 
University groundskeepers conducted a 
basic assessment, uncovering invasive 
plants, deceased trees, and infrastruc-
ture issues, including rat burrows and 
damaged plumbing. Loyola then spear-
headed discussions with the office of 
Forty-Ninth Ward Alderwoman Maria 
Hadden and the Chicago Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) to address the 
immediate landscaping challenges and 
ensure the planter’s stability while also 
expressing the University's commitment 
to negotiate a sustainable maintenance 
agreement with CDOT to prevent future 
safety and aesthetic concerns. 

Engaging neighbors in  
campus planning
Signaling its commitment to inclusiv-
ity and being a trusted neighbor, Loyola 

invited Edgewater and Rogers Park resi-
dents to participate in a public phase of 
the University’s Campus Comprehensive 
Plan. Through multilingual surveys and 
eight large-scale community events, resi-
dents expressed appreciation for Loyola’s 
role in fostering economic development 
and cultural enrichment and identified 
sustainability, safety, and access to qual-
ity education as their top priorities. In 
gaining community perspective, Loyola is 
better positioned to execute a respectful 
and responsive campus planning process 
ensuring its position as a loyal commu-
nity anchor on the city’s North Side. 

Fueling the Chicago economy
Loyola is not merely a resident of Chicago; 
it is also a powerful contributor to eco-
nomic sustainability. More than half of 
the Loyola faculty and staff are Chicago 
residents, generating nearly $155 million 
in spending power in the city through 
their salaries in fiscal year 2024. Loyola 
also paid $2.85 million in various taxes 
and fees to the city as well as more than 

$84 million to local suppliers for goods 
and services in fiscal year 2024, a 55 per-
cent increase in local spending over the 
past two years.

Local science for global impact
As a graduate student in Loyola’s School 
of Environmental Sustainability, Blessing 
Aleladia (BS ’24) worked with Team 
Typha, a scientific group developing 
strategies to restore biodiverse wetlands 
in the Great Lakes region. Specifically, 
Aleladia investigated biochar, a charcoal- 
like substance that bonds with heavy 
metals and other harmful pollutants 
to support bioremediation and environ-
mental restoration. The innovative work 
has potential ramifications for both the 
Great Lakes and Aleladia’s home coun-
try of Nigeria, where oil extraction has 
polluted the Niger River. By increasing 
the transfer of environmental science 
knowledge between the U.S. and Nigeria, 
Aleladia hopes to create accessible and 
transformative environmental solutions 
in both nations. L  

Loyola University Chicago students and staff volunteer at the Vedgewater Garden in Edgewater as part of Saturday of Service.

ADVANCING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

We know sustainability 
is an important value 
for students considering 
Loyola, especially 
since it is rooted in our 
mission of social and 
environmental justice.”   
—	AARON DURNBAUGH,  

DIRECTOR OF SUSTAINABILITY,  
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO (JD ’25)

12th
LOYOLA RANKED

IN THE 2025 EDITION OF THE PRINCETON 
REVIEW’S GUIDE TO GREEN COLLEGES

65% 
OF LOYOLA’S ACADEMIC 
DEPARTMENTS OFFER AT LEAST  

ONE SUSTAINABILITY COURSE 

59% 
OF LOYOLA STUDENTS GRADUATE 
WITH A DEGREE CONTAINING 
A SUSTAINABILITY-RELATED 
LEARNING OUTCOME IN ITS CORE 
REQUIREMENTS

52% 
OF LOYOLA’S ACADEMIC 
DEPARTMENTS HAVE A 
SUSTAINABILITY RESEARCHER 

12% 
OF LOYOLA RESEARCHERS 
INCORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY 
INTO THEIR RESEARCH
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EXPANDING KNOWLEDGE

Uplifting  F
rom climate change to food security, 
education to economic develop-
ment, Loyola connects its research 
to real-world issues. As expressed 
in Loyola’s Mission Statement, fac-
ulty and students alike are called 
to “expand knowledge in the ser-
vice of humanity through learn-

ing, justice, and faith.” Collaborative and 
committed, Loyola researchers are adding 
insights, data, and perspective to address 
some of society’s most pressing challenges. 
They are contributing knowledge to drive 
a more equitable world, boost economic 
development, enhance quality of life, and 
generate a more connected, humane, and 
fair world.  

Spurring racial justice through  
interdisciplinary collaboration
Loyola University established the Institute 
for Racial Justice (IRJ), an interdisciplinary 
hub for research, education, and community 
engagement designed to harness the best 
of Loyola in a unified push for racial justice 
and equity. The IRJ works with community 
partners to better understand the impacts of 
racism and develop novel solutions. It sup-
ports interdisciplinary research and creates 
pathways for scholars to share actionable 
insights driving racial justice. It also develops 
new curriculum and trains educators in how 
to recognize and combat racial inequality. 

By working across Loyola and alongside 
community partners to fight for racial jus-
tice on multiple, interconnected fronts—aca-
demic research, educational programs, and 
community partnerships among them—the 
IRJ addresses health disparities, economic 
inequality, environmental justice, and more 
to cultivate a more equitable and just society. 

Offering guidance to boost inclusion
Loyola's Leading for DEI program, a first-of-its-
kind cohort-based initiative led by the IRJ and 
the Baumhart Center for Social Enterprise & 
Responsibility, equips business and nonprofit 
executives with the values, knowledge, and 
tools to design and implement DEI strategies 
within their respective organizations. 

Each year since 2020, a new cohort has met 
regularly over four months to cover topics 
such as understanding systemic inequity and 
inclusive leadership. Cohort members also 

engage in individualized coaching ses-
sions to unpack their own understanding of 
DEI and how it can enhance core business 
functions and deliver social, financial, 
and societal value. Through the novel pro-
gram, participants begin to develop and 
strengthen enterprise-wide DEI strategies 
tailored to their organization’s unique pur-
pose and positioning.

Advancing equity in  
Illinois schools
A research partnership between Loyola’s 
IRJ and the Illinois State Board of 
Education, the Equity Journey Continuum 
helps school districts across Illinois view 
their district-level data through the lens 
of equity to improve outcomes for all stu-
dents. Designed to serve as a powerful 
informational tool, the Equity Journey 
Continuum enables school districts to 
assess their equity strengths and identify 
opportunities to enhance their equity 
efforts. The tool also helps districts track 
their progress toward closing gaps in stu-
dent achievement and empowers district 
stakeholders to develop creative strategies 
for advancing their unique equity journey.

Evaluating economic  
development efforts
To drive economic investment in under-
served communities around Chicagoland, 
the Chicago Community Trust established 
We Rise Together: For An Equitable and Just 
Recovery in September 2021. The funders 
collaborative has since invested nearly  
$47 million into anchor real estate proj-
ects, which have unlocked new activi-
ties for young people, job training and 
placement services, support for local busi-
nesses, and increased access to health 
care, childcare, and healthy food. We Rise 
Together also makes grants to support 
locally owned businesses and expand 
employment opportunities in the neigh-
borhoods around the initiative’s real estate 
investments. 

Loyola’s Center for Urban Research 
and Learning, IRJ, Quinlan School  
of Business scholars, and MAPSCorps, 
a Chicago-based nonprofit, are together 
conducting a comprehensive multiyear 
evaluation of the ambitious initiative. The 

mission: to optimize program objectives 
and bolster economic development across 
the Chicago region.

Improving quality of life through 
team-based research
Loyola’s Center for Urban Research 
and Learning (CURL) works alongside  
community-based organizations across met-
ropolitan Chicago to develop projects aimed 
at improving quality of life. From tackling 
homelessness to hunger, community health 
and safety to affordable housing and job 
training, CURL builds collaborative research 
and educational efforts that promote equity 
and opportunity. It also shares links to 
regional, national, and international net-
works to generate new ideas and approaches 
to address grassroots needs. By connecting 
knowledge in the University to knowledge 
in the community, CURL promotes more 
sustainable and resilient communities and 
honors Loyola’s social justice mission. 

Current CURL projects include working 
with the Lawyers’ Committee for Better 
Housing to understand Chicago’s eviction 
crisis; an effort with HEART Women & Girls 
examining sexual violence, sexual health, 
and barriers to services in Muslim commu-
nities in North America; and teaming with 
the Jane Addams Resource Corporation to 
improve outcomes tracking for the orga-
nization’s career manufacturing trainees.

Evaluating reentry processes  
to reduce recidivism
In partnership with Loyola’s Center for 
Criminal Justice and Winnebago County’s 
Reentry Committee, CURL at Loyola is 
developing an integrated reentry system 
to support the reintegration of individuals 
returning to society after incarceration 
or institutionalization. CURL has steered 
a comprehensive analysis of Winnebago 
County’s current reentry processes—
evaluating existing programs, identifying 
strengths and weaknesses, and pinpoint-
ing necessary partnerships—while also 

collecting data from surveys, interviews, 
and a recidivism analysis to assess pro-
grammatic effectiveness. Together, CURL 
and its partners are crafting a plan focused 
on applying risk, needs, and responsivity 
principles to improve reentry outcomes 
in the northern Illinois county of 285,000 
residents.

Touting marketing’s role  
in peacebuilding
Haunted by the trillions spent on conflict 
around the world, Cliff Shultz, professor 
and Charles H. Kellstadt Chair of Marketing 
at Loyola’s Quinlan School of Business, 
advocates for investment in nonviolent 
solutions. Specifically, Schultz champions 
“constructive engagement”—a macro- 
marketing term he coined in 2007. The 
concept emphasizes how fair trade, col-
laboration, and improved living conditions 
can ease tensions by promoting rule of law 
and transparency. Leveraging Jesuit global 
networks to expand his research and impact, 
Shultz’s spirited work is demonstrating how 
marketing can be a tool for positive social 
change and an instrument for peace. 

Inspiring deeper cultural 
appreciation 
The May Weber Ethnographic Study 
Collection at Loyola provides students 
direct access to nearly 2,850 non-Western 
artifacts to support research and teach-
ing. Established in 2014, the collection, 
which is located on the fourth floor of 
the Mundelein Center, includes masks, 
textiles, and sculptures from Asia, Africa, 
and Mexico. It offers a unique hands-on 
learning experience and invites students 
to engage with objects through “close look-
ing,” detailed observation, and illustra-
tion. While interacting with these artifacts 
enhances students’ analytical and interpre-
tive skills, it also stimulates fresh insights 
into cultural contexts and techniques and 
fosters a deeper appreciation for diverse 
cultural traditions. L

I wanted to make a difference for vulnerable 
human beings on the ground.”
—	CLIFF SHULTZ, PROFESSOR AND CHARLES H. KELLSTADT CHAIR OF MARKETING 

 communities 
 through research
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STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

G
rounded in core Jesuit values 
such as compassion, service, 
justice, and a commitment to 
education, Loyola University 
Chicago encourages members 
of its community to lead lives 
with meaning and purpose 
and, in the process, uplift 

others. Whether it’s tangible efforts to 
cultivate community ties, volunteering 
to assist local nonprofits, or leveraging 
lessons and skills from the classroom to 
support vulnerable populations, mem-
bers of the Loyola community contribute 
to advancing society. Guided by selfless-
ness and embracing solidarity, Loyola stu-
dents, alumni, faculty, and staff share 
their time and talents to serve others and  
bolster communities.   

Offering hope to homeless youth 
and the formerly incarcerated
Leveraging her personal experience with 
homelessness, a commitment to social 
justice, and her MBA studies at Loyola, 
Mireya Fouché is stirring positive change 
on Chicago’s North Side. A Baumhart-
Schreiber Scholar at Loyola’s Quinlan 
School of Business, Fouché is the co- 
executive director of Monarch Thrift Shop 
in Chicago’s Avondale neighborhood. The 
retail store offers paid job training to 
homeless youth and people who have been 

Acting    
with compassion

Through research, 
knowledge building, 
and our close 
partnerships with 
the local business 
community, we are 
helping to tackle 
inequality, which is 
one of the city’s most 
complex issues.”   
—	MICHAEL BEHNAM, DEAN, 

QUINLAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

When I was experiencing 
homelessness, [art] was one of  
my saving graces. Anything that 
would take me out of the current 
element was my saving grace.”
—	MIREYA FOUCHÉ, ABOVE RIGHT, 
	 CO-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MONARCH THRIFT 
	 AND FOUNDER OF ONE HEART ONE SOUL
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incarcerated. In addition, Fouché founded 
One Heart One Soul, a nonprofit offering 
art classes, jobs, and community support to 
homeless youth and formerly incarcerated 
women. Applying lessons from her business 
classes, Fouché has expanded both initia-
tives, bringing stability to once-unsettled 
lives, restoring dignity, and raising awareness 
about youth homelessness and reentry into 
communities following incarceration.

Highlighting the mental health  
needs of asylum seekers 
For those seeking asylum in the U.S., the pro-
cess is both mentally and emotionally taxing, 
filled with strain and uncertainty. Fueled by a 
group of Loyola students representing multi-
ple countries, Loyola’s Center for Immigrant 
and Refugee Accompaniment (CIRA) launched 
a curriculum-development project to prepare 
social work students for interprofessional 
practice in migration crises. From outlining 
socioemotional needs of asylum seekers to 

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

producing original videos highlighting typical 
challenges, the project teaches students about 
the mental health needs of those navigating 
the immigration system. CIRA director Maria 
Vidal de Haymes and associate director Abha 
Rai hope the new curriculum will eventually 
be available to students around the world. 

Tending to the medical needs  
of asylum seekers
As immigrants seek refuge in the United 
States from troubled regions around the 
globe, Loyola Medicine has offered its exper-
tise. At the Loyola Medicine Asylum Clinic 
at MacNeal Hospital, a team of volunteer 
clinicians provides evidence-based medical 
examinations to asylum seekers. Many of 
those the clinic serves are seeking humani-
tarian protection after experiencing trauma, 
including human trafficking, torture, reli-
gious persecution, sexual and gender-based 
violence, and persecution by gangs. In docu-
menting the results of their forensic medical 

evaluations, which can take several hours 
if not several days, Loyola clinicians deliver 
verifiable evidence to support asylum seek-
ers’ individual cases.

Addressing community  
health needs
In the earliest days of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Loyola students and faculty repre-
senting medicine, nursing, law, social work, 
and public health founded COVID Equity 
Response Collaborative: Loyola (CERCL)—a 
multilayered effort to mitigate the effects 
of the outbreak and respond to the com-
munity’s most pressing needs, including 
testing and vaccines. As the pandemic 
slowed, however, CERCL transitioned from 
COVID-19 response to a general community 
health-equity collaborative model. 

Today, the C in CERCL stands for 
Community. The interdisciplinary coalition 
advocates for structural and health equity 
by teaming with Chicago-area partners to 

address community concerns and broad 
health initiatives ranging from gun-violence 
prevention to mental health.

Celebrating cultures  
in a united space
As a social worker for English-language 
learners at Sullivan High School in Chicago’s 
Rogers Park neighborhood, Loyola alumnus 
Joshua Zepeda (BA ’12, MSW ’15) dedicates 
himself to supporting refugee and migrant 
students. To foster a sense of belonging and 
create a welcoming environment, Zepeda 
has organized an annual cultural celebra-
tion assembly at Sullivan. The assembly, 
which features a flag parade as well as dance 
and musical performances, delivers a pow-
erful affirmation of the students’ identities 
and a celebration of their cultures. It also 
brings the Sullivan community together 
for one dynamic, lively event designed to 
encourage understanding, appreciation, 
and connections. L

Going to Jesuit 
schooling for my 
undergrad at Loyola 
and in high school, 
I really fell in love 
with the philosophy 
of being a person 
for others. It’s really 
helped formulate my 
identity and how I see 
the world.”    
—JACKSON SANTY (MSW ’24) 

1,000
NEARLY

80
EACH YEAR, LOYOLA’S 
COMMUNITY NURSING  
CENTER PAIRS

WITH ELDERLY, HOME-BOUND 
PATIENTS IN EDGEWATER AND  
ROGERS PARK TO PROVIDE ROUTINE 
CARE AT NO COST TO THE PATIENT

LOYOLA
STUDENTS

STUDENT
NURSES

Stritch School of Medicine students and faculty assemble hygiene kits for Loyola’s Street Medicine Program as part of Martin Luther King Service Days. Joshua Zepeda, above center, works with students at Sullivan High School to put on a special assembly with performances honoring students’ cultural heritages.

VOLUNTEER IN CHICAGO 
THROUGH LOYOLA4CHICAGO,  
SATURDAY OF SERVICE,  
AND MINISTRY PROGRAMS
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