
 

 
 
January 13, 2026 
 
Dear Senator/Representative: 
 
On behalf of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU), I ask that you act 
swiftly in this new year to enact a FY 2026 Labor-HHS-Education bill that provides full-year 
funding for federal student financial aid and other post-secondary programs at least at the 
levels included in the Senate Appropriations Committee bill. Further, we ask that any final 
legislation include safeguarding language requiring that federal education programs 
administered by the U.S. Department of Education receive the funding designated for them 
by Congress, as well as language that protects our investments in federal research. 
 
The investments you make in students and in higher education are consequential to your 
constituents by providing them with opportunities for education and career pathways that 
might otherwise be out of reach. Equally important, these are seed investments in a 
stronger and more competitive America. 
 
Federal student aid programs and other higher education programs make a significant 
difference for students attending college.  At Jesuit colleges and universities, where 
students are formed intellectually, morally and spiritually toward lives of solidarity and 
service, an average of 25% of students receive a Federal Pell Grant.  Many students receive 
funding through the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) program 
and the Federal Work Study (FWS) program.  Programs like TRIO offer key student supports 
that yield great success for students as measured by consistent retention, high graduation 
rates, and strong employment outcomes. These programs, and others, provide direct 
support to students and help them advance career goals that benefit their families, their 
communities, and their country. 
 
Our government indicators expect job growth in areas such as artificial intelligence, 
computer science, math, and healthcare, all of which require a workforce that has the 
education, skills and training needed to fill these jobs. Cuts to federal student aid and 

https://www.congress.gov/119/crpt/srpt55/CRPT-119srpt55.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/ecopro.nr0.htm


higher education programs will hinder and harm innovation and exacerbate shortages in 
key career areas like healthcare and teaching.  
  
Many colleagues in Congress have a first-hand understanding of how access to post-
secondary education can expand professional horizons and encourage meaningful service 
to our nation. Today, we ask that you pass a FY’26 Labor, HHS, Education funding bill that 
extends that benefit of learning, innovation and growth to your constituents and help them 
secure a prosperous future. 
 
I welcome conversation with your staff about these important programs.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me directly at jsmulson@ajcunet.edu 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jenny Smulson 
Interim Executive Director 
Vice President for Government Relations 
Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU) 
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