
 

 

 
 
 
January 9, 2026 
 
Honorable Richard Durbin  Honorable Lisa Murkowski 
United States Senate   United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  Washington, DC 20510    
 
Dear Senator Durbin and Senator Murkowski:  
 
On behalf of the 27 U.S. member institutions of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and 
Universities (AJCU), I write to reiterate my strong support for S. 3384, the Dream Act of 2025.  
Your bipartisan legislation will help provide a path toward citizenship for hundreds of thousands 
of individuals who call America their home, including students and graduates of Jesuit colleges 
and universities.  
 
AJCU has a long history in support of the Dream Act, rooted in Catholic Social Teaching.  In 
2013, the presidents of Jesuit colleges and universities made clear their support for 
undocumented students on our campuses, stating: 
 
“First, that Catholic Social Teaching is clear in its insistence that every human person deserves dignity and the 
opportunity to better one’s state in life.  Catholic Social Teaching supports the solidarity of interdependence and 
interconnection within the human community that allows a human being to flourish intellectually, socially, and 
spiritually. We oppose public policies that separate human families living peaceably in our midst, especially those 
involving students and/or minors, and urge all citizens to recognize and support those inhabitants of our nation 
who seek to contribute more fully to civic life and the common good through education and personal development.” 
 
Your legislation demands that Dreamers be law-abiding, make a commitment to education, or 
serve our nation.  The individuals who benefit from this legislation work and pay taxes and 
contribute to our society and our economy in countless ways.  For our institutions of higher 
education, support for Dreamers is an affirmation of the American Dream.  Dreamers and 
DACA recipients contribute to our nation’s well-being by working selflessly in fields like 
healthcare, public safety, public service, education, and military service: they are committed to a 
thriving America. 
 
Your deep dedication to this community and to this issue is needed now more than ever.  Please 
know that the presidents of the nation’s Jesuit colleges and universities stand with you and are 
committed to helping secure passage of the Dream Act of 2025.  Thank you again for your 
tireless dedication to Dreamers and for your dedication to the nation through your public service.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jenny Smulson 
Interim Executive Director 
Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 

https://ajcunet.edu/wp-content/uploads/attachments/PresidentsStatement2013.pdf

