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August 25, 2025

Mr. James Bergeron

Acting Undersecretary

Office of Postsecondary Education
United States Department of Education

RE: Docket ID-ED-2025-0151

Dear Mr. Bergeron:

On behalf of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU), I write to offer
recommendations regarding the United States Department of Education’s proposed
negotiated rulemaking sessions.

We seek to support the more than 212,000 students enrolled at Jesuit colleges and
universities in the U.S. as they pursue academic and spiritual growth. With new knowledge,
skills, and awareness, our graduates are prepared for lives and careers dedicated to
advancing the greater good. Our nation’s Jesuit colleges and universities, including several
2-year community colleges, are examples of higher education at its best. With strong
graduation rates and above average returns on investment, our students are making lasting,
positive impact both locally and nationally.

July 1, 2026, is the implementation date for several of the issues proposed for negotiation
(e.g., the phasing-out of graduate and professional Plus Loans, Graduate and Professional
Loan limits, new loan limits, Pell changes and accountability measures). AJCU financial aid
leaders have raised questions regarding the compatibility of the statutory implementation
date and the negotiated rulemaking process timeline. We ask that the Department provide
clarity to help students who are already in the process of considering postsecondary
pathways for the 2026-2027 school year, as well as the financial aid administrators who are
responsible for providing information to families about our federal financial aid programs.

Further, we ask that the Department, when considering which degrees qualify as
professional degrees, provide clarity for financial aid administrators and students. We
recommend that the Department adopt a broad and functional definition of “professional”
programs that encompasses programs designed to prepare students for recognized
occupations, regardless of disciplinary label.
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This question of the timeline for implementation applies to the accountability measures, as well. To be of
value to students, new accountability measures must be built on valid, reliable data. We ask that the
Department keep that in mind and provide transparency and clarity as to how these new provisions will be
implemented with integrity given the negotiated rulemaking session for that topic will not be completed
until January 2026.

In addition, AJCU asks that you add student aid administrators as a category of constituency groups to both
the RISE and AHEAD Committees. Given the technical nature of the issues proposed by the Department

for negotiated rulemaking, having expert professionals with an understanding of the programs, coupled with
first-hand experience in managing student grant and loan portfolios, will ensure that the resulting regulations

are workable and implemented in a way that is responsive to students.

Finally, advancing the rules that amend the federal student loan programs and carrying out provisions for
accountability will require the Department to have a staff that is prepared to tackle the task. Student
borrowers and financial aid administrators depend on guidance and accurate information from the
Department. We ask that you consider any new regulatory actions in the context of staff capacity and

training.

Thank you for your attention to our recommendations for the upcoming negotiated rulemaking sessions
and for your partnership in ensuring that a Catholic, Jesuit education remains within reach for those who
seek that choice. America’s competitive advantage depends on a workforce that is equipped with the skills,
training and education to innovate, discover and transform. AJCU would like to partner with the
Department to provide clear, accurate, valid, and reliable information in their pursuit of advancing the

educational goals of our nation.

Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions regarding these comments or other issues where I
can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

/Q;;LL»

Jenny Smulson
Interim Executive Director
Vice President for Government Relations

Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities



