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Dear Representative:

On behalf of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU), | write
today to express my serious concern with the House Education Workforce
Committee passed reconciliation instruction package, that is included in the
Budget Resolution. That legislative proposal disinvests $350 billion from
education at a time when our nation should strengthen its federal contributions in
our people and expand opportunity through education.

Specific provisions that will harm students enrolled in Jesuit colleges and
universities include: changes to the Pell Grant limiting access to working
students by changing the definition of full-time enrollment eligibility from 12 to
15 credit hours and eliminating eligibility for students enrolled less than half-
time; eliminating the subsidized loan program for undergraduate students;
eliminating all graduate borrowing through the Grad Plus program and
establishing and implementing untested, experimental models and concepts
like a program’s “median cost of attendance” and a risk share model that will
siphon funds from high access, high graduation institutions. This affects nearly all
faith-based institutions, punishing colleges and universities that have a proven
track record on access, affordability and completion. These provisions will make
all post-secondary options less accessible to students from 2-year institutions all
the way to those pursuing graduate and professional degrees.

Jesuit colleges and universities, including our 2-year community colleges, are
examples of higher education at its best. With strong graduation rates and above
average returns on investment, our students are making lasting, positive impacts
locally and nationally.

Americans across the country are seeking higher education opportunities.
According to recent federal data, approximately 60% of high school students
pursue some type of post-secondary learning. Education grows our national tax
base. According to NCES, the median earnings of individuals with a master’s
degree or above are higher than those with a bachelor’s degree (20%); and
individuals with a bachelor’s degree earned 59% more than those with a high
school degree. Unfortunately, this legislation will pull the rug out from under
many students and remove these opportunities for economic growth.

Finally, I ask that you consider your vote on the Budget Resolution in the context
of other actions by Congress and the Administration that are undermining our
nation’s innovation, technological advancement, health, infrastructure and
productivity. Proposed discretionary cuts to student financial aid and higher



education programs will further limit opportunities for learners of all ages in your District.
Freezing and eliminating grant funding is wreaking havoc on students and on institutions’ long-
term planning.

As you discern your position on this bill, please consider the cumulative impact of these
education policy changes on your constituents, many of whom dream of a better life for
themselves, their families and their neighbors. We hope you will work to ensure that Jesuit
colleges and universities survive and can continue to promote academic rigor, faith formation
focused on the greater good, and preparing our graduates to contribute to the benefit of many.

Sincerely,
Rev. Michael J. Garnazini, S.J.

President
Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities



