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On behalf of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU), I urge you to commit to
our nation’s economic prosperity by increasing Fiscal Year 2026 funding for federal programs within
the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that
serve post-secondary students.

Specifically, we ask that you set the maximum Pell Grant award at $7,595 and continue to work
towards doubling that maximum to $13,000. A Pell Grant is what helps the middle class attend an
institution like a Jesuit college or university, where the student is at the center of the enterprise of
education—smaller classes, dedicated faculty, order, and achievement promoted. Without Pell, we
would have a system which further leaves behind the middle and lower economic classes, those with
the most difficult lives in terms of economic sustainability. A quarter of all students at Jesuit colleges
and universities alone are Pell recipients. It is the single biggest boost for enabling those with
economic challenges to escape poverty to become contributing taxpayers.

In addition, I ask that you provide $966.26 million for the Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant (SEOG) program and $1.31 billion for the Federal Work Study (FWS) program.
I encourage you to invest $1.23 billion in the TRIO, proven programs that open doors of
opportunity to first-generation students. I also ask that you provide $90.62 million for Title VI,
International Education programs, including Fulbright-Hayes, to ensure that the United States
remains relevant and engaged in what is still a globally connected world. Finally, addressing student
mental health needs is integral to their academic success, so I urge you to provide $12 million for
SAMHSA’s Campus Suicide Prevention program.

The freezing of grants (at both the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services), the potential redistribution of funds for FY’25 and our confidence in
the ability of the Department to administer important student aid programs with drastically reduced
staff is of concern to our institutions. These decisions have caused great disruptions to students and
college budgets. The decisions you make in the months ahead related to funding and reconciliation
will be deeply consequential to your constituents who are pursuing post-secondary education and to
the institutions that serve them.

The twenty-seven Catholic Jesuit colleges and universities in the United States enroll over 200,000
students and boast over two million Jesuit educated living alumni; 10% of the United States
Congress and significant numbers of Congressional staff are Jesuit educated. We are proud of our



graduates who choose careers of service to others, as each of you have.

Our colleges and universities are in rural and urban communities throughout the United States, and,
while different in size, we share a mission grounded in a 500-year tradition, promising a holistic
education that tends to the academic and spiritual growth of each member of our community.
Students should have a choice in what option is best for them after high school as should adult
learners. Federal financial aid affords individuals that choice. We don’t expect the federal
government to be the sole support for students. We are partners in the work, with our Jesuit colleges
and universities providing $3.4 billion in institutional aid. We have a stake in the success of our
students and use our endowments and our own dollars to build on and multiply the power of Pell,
SEOG and FWS.

Congress’s investment in federal higher education matters to our nation’s present and future
stability. I understand how families must consider the return on investment when considering paying
for college. It is a deeply important consideration. By all measures, these federal programs create
economic opportunities for students. A Jesuit education demands and delivers more. A Jesuit
education is not narrow, leading to a limited set of employment opportunities. Rather, it stretches
and challenges students, forming people of competence and conscience as well as a desire to give
back and a willingness to work hard. Federal student financial aid helps the Jesuit colleges and
universities fulfil a commitment to our students: to send them forth from our institutions with
something more than an education that equips them for a stable and secure future, but with a
dedication to changing the conditions that keep others from achieving their dreams. Federal student
financial aid benefits constituents from each of your Districts and more fundamentally, helps us
achieve a more equitable society.

Our people are our nation’s greatest asset. Education is a means of securing our country’s economic
security. But that is not enough. Competence is no good without compassion, and compassionate
leaders are people who seck to put an end to suffering and injustice. Education today has to be
about critical reflection. It has to be about competence in the professions, but it also has to be one
in which the men and women we educate become compassionate people who are attuned to the
world around them and strive to make it better. Increasing funding for student financial aid is a
means of achieving the promise of a healthy nation. It is a mission worthy of our most generous
investments.



