Association of Jesuit
Colleges & Universities

Dear Senator:

Thank you for your continued support of our nation's federal student financial aid programs.
As you consider the FY 2025 continuing resolution, we ask that you work to protect the
following critical programs: Pell Grants, the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity
Grant program, and Federal Work Study.

At Jesuit colleges and universities, student access and success largely depend on a
partnership with the federal government. Federal student financial aid, coupled with
institutional aid, state aid, and other scholarships and grants, ensures that students who want
to choose a Catholic, Jesuit education are able to do so. Twenty-five percent of our students
receive a Pell Grant and 92% percent receive government or institutional aid. Other
important federal programs (e.g., TRIO) ensure that first-generation students with economic
need can succeed and thrive at our institutions.

In order for students and families to make rational and reasonable decisions that best fit
their academic needs and economic realities, they need to know what financial aid is
available to them. Last-minute reductions to funding levels for these programs will deny
students with options.

As you debate FY'25 funding, we ask that you please do all that you can to strengthen
opportunities for post-secondary study. Please work with Congressional leadership to gain
assurances that the federal student aid programs will be preserved without cuts, and that
federal student aid levels will be set immediately so that institutions can package financial aid
now for newly admitted students.

The investments we make in postsecondary education advance our nation's economic
strength and competitiveness, while also providing opportunities for your constituents. We
urge you to protect these programs.

Thank you for your service to our nation and for your time and attention. If you have any

questions, please contact Jenny Smulson, AJCU's Vice President of Government Relations,
at jsmulson@ajcunet.edu

Sincerely,
Rev. Michael J. Garanzini, S.J.
President

Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities

ATTN: Education Staff



